The 18" Day of June
Holy Martyr Leontius; also, the Commemoration of the God’s
Love (Bogoliubskaia) Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos which is
found fOHOWiIlg after this. (the service to the Icon is incomplete as of 5/2025)

Vespers

At “Lord, I call...,” 3 stichera, in Tone 8: 70 the melody, “What shall we call thee?...”

What shall we call thee, O glorious one? /

An offering from Greece, as thou didst hail from there? /
The cleansing of Pheenicia, as thou wast sacrificed there? /
A candle burning brightly amidst the darkness? /

Valiant, in that thou remained invincible in thy sufferings? /
Far-reaching are thy fame and glory, O blesséd Leontius. ///
Pray now, that our souls may be saved.

What shall we call thee, O passion-bearing martyr? /

Soldier of Christ, for thou didst defeat His enemies? /

Ruler of the passions, for thou didst suffer for the sake of piety? /
Feeder of the hungry, for thou didst love the needy and the poor? /
Righteous, for thou wast a zealot of heavenly wisdom? /

Many were thy sufferings and great were thy struggles, O Leontius. ///
Pray now, that our souls may be saved.

Who shall not marvel at thee, O martyr Leontius? /

For, as an inhabitant of heaven, thou didst receive from the fount of incorruption /
And now rivers of grace pour forth from thee upon the faithful /

For thou freely givest drink to those who thirst /

Communing them with the waters of grace. ///

Pray now, that our souls may be saved.

Glory..., in Tone 1:

O most-praised martyr Ledntius, /

Neither the flames, nor mutilations, nor the sword could separate thee from the
love of Christ /

For having suffered bravely at the hands of thy tormentors /

Thou didst destroy the offerings made to idols. /

Rejoicing now in the mansions of heaven, O wise and victorious Leontius, ///

Earnestly pray that our souls may be saved.

Now and ever..., Theotokion, or this Stavrotheotokion in the same Tone: 7o the
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melody, “Joy of the ranks of heaven....’

Standing before the Cross of thy Son and God, /

And beholding His long-suffering,

O pure Mother, thou didst cry out weeping: /

Woe is me, O my Child most sweet! /

What are these things which Thou dost suffer unjustly, ///
O Word of God, that Thou mightest save mankind?’

Or Dogmatic Theotokion if a Resurrection service.
At the Aposticha, the stichera from the Octoechos, and then,

Glory..., in Tone 4:

Let the heavens brightly rejoice today /

And let the earth be glad in faith /

At the memory of the martyr Leontius, /

For on this day he was crowned not with a silent sacrifice /
But with spiritual flowers — the words of praise. /

And standing now with us, thus adorned, /

He fervently serves the innocent offering to the Lord, /

And prays that those who celebrate his memory with faith ///
May attain to the courts of paradise.

Now and ever..., Theotokion, or this Stavrotheotokion, in the same Tone: 7o the
melody, “As one valiant among the martyrs....”

Beholding Christ, who loveth mankind, crucified, /

His side pierced by a spear, /

The all-pure one, cried aloud, lamenting: /

‘What is this, O my Son? /

How have these thankless people rewarded Thee /

For all the good things Thou hast done for them? /

Dost Thou hasten to leave me childless, O most beloved Son? ///
I marvel, O Compassionate One, at Thy voluntary crucifixion!’

The Troparion of the Saint, in Tone 4:

Thy holy martyr Leontius, O Lord, /

Through his sufferings received his incorruptible crown from Thee, our God /
For having Thy strength he laid low his enemies /

And shattered the powerless boldness of demons ///

Through his intercessions, O Christ God, save our souls.
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Matins
The Canon of the Martyr, Tone 4

the composition of John the Monk, of Damascus

Ode 1

Irmos: 1raise a hymn of praise to Thee, O Lord my God for Thou didst lead Thy people forth from
the bondage of Egypt and didst drown the chariots of Pharaoh and all his host.

Refrain: Holy martyr Leontius, pray to God for us.

Thy virtues, O Leontius, favorite of Christ, are not subject to the laws of praise, for
He is thy boast and thy riches which cannot be taken away.

Desiring to attain a soul of spiritual purity, and having adorned thy body with virtue
of virginity, thou didst set forth on a path pleasing to the Most High.

Wielding great power against the forces of falsehood, O venerable and glorious
Leontius, thou didst extol the honor of martyrdom to Him whom thou didst desire.

Theotokion.: To thee do we all hasten, as to our steadfast champion, O Theotokos,
entreating thy supplications, that thy flock may be delivered from every evil and
necessity.

Ode 3

Irmos: The bow of the mighty is become weak and the weak have girded themselves with power,
therefore, my heart is established in the Lord.
Having acquired a character marked by beauty, wisdom, and grace from God, O
Leontius, thou wast revealed as a chosen martyr and true spiritual athlete.

“Lay down your life for the living God,” thou didst say to thy companions, O martyr
Leontius, “for as soldiers you serve the King who abideth forever!”

Thy sweet and God-loving tongue spoke words of piety and brought down the
blasphemers, the minions of impiety.

Theotokion: Rejoice, O Mother who knewest not wedlock, for God the Word took
up His abode within thy womb and thou hast given birth to Him in the flesh, as both
God and man.

Sessional Hymn, in Tone 4: 7o the melody, “Go quickly before...”

Having taken up the Cross as a weapon, /

Thou didst go off to do battle with invisible enemies, /

And thou didst suffer valiantly; /

For which cause having destroyed their power, /

Thou didst received the grace of working miracles, ///

O most glorious martyr Leontius, pray that we all may be saved.
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Glory..., now and ever..., Theotokion, in the same Tone: (and melody)

O pure, all-immaculate Lady who knewest not wedlock, /

Who alone hast given birth within time to the timeless One, /

Thy Son and the Word of God, /

Entreat Him together with the holy patriarchs, martyrs, prophets and the
ven’rable saints, ///

That He may grant us cleansing and great mercy.

Or this Stavrotheotokion, in the same Tone:

When she beheld Thee raised upon the tree, /

Thy most pure Mother, O Word of God, cried out lamenting: /
“What is this new and awesome miracle, my Son? /

How dost Thou, the Life of all, partake of death ///

In Thy compassionate desire to enliven the world.

Ode 4
Irmos: The heavens are clothed in all thy virtues, and the ends of the earth are full of thy divine

and glorious praise, O Christ, and with them we cry aloud to Thee: Glory to Thy power, O
Lord!.
Thy tormentor was beset by demonic wrath as he mercilessly inflicted wounds upon
thee, O martyr Leontius, as thou wast embraced by the love of God.

Boldly didst thou preach the Truth to him who laid hold of thee to torment thee, O
holy martyr Leontius.

He, who for thy sake was nailed to the Tree in the flesh, beheld thee bound to a tree
for His sake, and filled thee with strength and grace.

Theotokion.: Rejoice, O all praised Theotokos, for thou art more exalted than the
ranks of the cherubim and didst bear God in the flesh and seated Him upon thine
arm.

Ode S
Irmos: O Thou who hast fashioned us as an excellent people by Thy blood, O Lord, grant unto us

Thy peace and preserve Thy flock in one accord.
Thou wast lead like a sheep ready for the slaughter, O most glorious Leontius, and
of thine own will didst thou stand up for Christ before the tyrant’s court.

He who was guilty of lies and falsehood sought to humble thy mighty soul by
disparaging the crucified Lord as a human malefactor.

Thou didst proclaim, O Martyr: “May all the false gods perish, for they did not
create the heaven and the earth, rather, the Crucified One is the Creator and
Fashioner of all!”
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Theotokion: Rejoice, O pure and most pure Lady who knewest not wedlock, O holy
Mary, Bride of God, for Thou hast given birth to God, who sanctified our mortal
race.

Ode 6

Irmos: Prefiguring Thy three-day burial, the prophet Jonah cried out in the belly of the whale;
deliver me from corruption, O Jesus, king and Lord of hosts.

Thou dost bestow peace upon those who come to thee with faith, O Leontius, but as
thy words are seasoned with divine salt, they are always painful to the ears of the
enemies of Christ.

Rejoicing, thy faithful servant Leontius gave himself over as a witness of Thy
kingdom and Thine enemies, O Christ, were unable to bear the Truth.

Burning with rage, the torturers fell upon Leontius like wild beasts, as though he
were their prey, pitilessly tearing the holy and invincible martyr to pieces.

Theotokion: We, who praise thy most holy birthgiving, have no other helper than
thee, O most pure Lady. Therefore, we pray thee: entreat thy Son that He may have
mercy on thy servants.

The Kontakion of the Saint, in Tone 3: To the melody, “Today the Virgin ....”

Thou didst confound the tyrants’ wicked plans /

And denounce the pagan worship of the Hellenes. /

Thou didst illumine mankind with the knowledge of God /

By thy teachings of piety, O martyr. /

Therefore, we lovingly celebrate thy memory, O wise Leontius.

Ikos: We call upon the Lord, the Mediator between God and men, who assumed our
lowly nature from the pure Theotokos who kneweth not wedlock, and who wast
crucified, thus raising mankind up from corruption, that we may now praise the wise
martyr Leontius, and recognize his splendid and beautiful sufferings, which he
completed well with courage, faith and love. Therefore, let us lovingly honor the
wise martyr Leontius.
Ode 7
Irmos: Blessed art Thou, O all-praised God of our fathers, who saved the children of Abraham in
the fire, and slew the Chaldeans, whom justice rightly pursued.
Leontius the invincible trampled both lies and flames of underfoot, and like the
captive children he sang aloud: blesseéd art Thou, O God of our fathers!

As an invincible martyr thou wast indifferent to suffering and ignored the flesh, and
thou didst endure pain for the sake of Christ, singing to thy Creator: blessed art
Thou, O God of our fathers!
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Thou didst prevail over the corrupt nature of the flesh through thy wisdom and love
for Christ, preferring a life-bearing death, O Leontius, as thou didst sing aloud:
blesséd art Thou, O God of our fathers!

Pondering the one Essence in three Hypostases — Father, Word, and Spirit — the
stalwart and invincible martyr cried aloud: blessed art Thou, O most laudable Lord,
God of our fathers!

Theotokion: Let us piously praise her, who without seed and beyond nature received
in her womb God who, in His loving-kindness united Himself with mankind, as
Mother of God throughout the ages.

Ode 8

Irmos: He who was nailed to the Cross in the flesh, hath shown it to be a weapon for our
salvation. O ye children, exalt Christ our God above all throughout the ages.
Leontius the martyr endured the wounding of his flesh and won a great victory over
the incorporeal foe, as he cried aloud: Let us exalt Christ our God above all
throughout the ages!

Amidst thy sufferings thou didst stretch forth thy mind toward the Master, O martyr,
crying out to Him with love: Let us exalt Christ our God above all throughout the
ages!

Thou didst glorify Christ with the wounds of thy flesh, and in thy victory thou didst
cry aloud: O ye children, exalt Christ our God above all throughout the ages!

Theotokion: All generations call thee blesséd, O pure Virgin, for through thee we
have been lifted up into the heavens, O Lady Theotokos.

Ode 9
Irmos: Thy birthgiving was undefiled: God came forth from thy womb, and He appeared upon
earth wearing flesh and made His dwelling among men; therefore, we all magnify thee, O
Theotokos.
Thou didst show thyself to be a servant of the Trinity, O Leontius, ministering
blamelessly to Him before Whom every knee doth bend in heaven and on earth, and
in the nethermost regions. And, chanting, we magnify Him as is meet.

Desiring to behold the glory of the Lord with thy face uncovered, thou didst divest
thyself of earthly power and authority, and preached the one Godhead in three
Hypostases.

Thou wast sincere in thy confession of Christ, and in return, the Savior confessed
thee before the Father. Him do thou entreat, O martyr, that all who magnify thy
memory with faith may be saved.
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Theotokion: Thou art greater than all the ranks on high, O Virgin Theotokos, for
thou alone wast the abode of the Most High God. Therefore, we all declare thee to
truly be the Theotokos.

The Exapostilarion of the Martyr:

Thou wast tried like gold by fire and torments, O most glorious martyr, and wast
revealed to be a worthy gift for God Most High. Pray to Him now, on our behalf.

Glory..., now and ever..., Theotokion:

Preserve us, thy servants, with thy mighty protection, and keep us unharmed from
the assaults of the enemy, O pure Lady; for thou alone art our refuge in times of
need and danger.

Liturgy

The Troparion of the Saint, in Tone 4:

Thy holy martyr Leontius, O Lord, /

Through his sufferings received his incorruptible crown from Thee, our God /
For having Thy strength he laid low his enemies /

And shattered the powerless boldness of demons ///

Through his intercessions, O Christ God, save our souls.

The Kontakion of the Saint, in Tone 3: To the melody, “Today the Virgin ....”

Thou didst confound the tyrants’ wicked plans /

And denounce the pagan worship of the Hellenes. /

Thou didst illumine mankind with the knowledge of God /

By thy teachings of piety, O martyr. ///

Therefore, we lovingly celebrate thy memory, O wise Leontius.
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